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’ By David Danford 

Tt was not a Sherman 
Skolnick style expose of CIA 
involvement in the Kennedy 
assasination, big oit deals, and 
the Sack of Rome. 

Wednesday’s CIS seminar was 
a serious academic attempt to 
examine the relationship be- 
tween the CIA and the congres- 
sional commitices and executive 


branch groups which are sup- 


posed to monitor it, 

The seminar, held in the 
Milliken room, was conducied 
by Michael McNamee -’76, 
Norman Sandler ’75 and David 
Tenenbaum 774, ; 

The three political science 
students spent over a week in 
Washington during March inves- 
tigating the CIA and its relation- 
ship to the Congress. They re- 
ported that, rather than having 
the CIA as “a tiger by the tail, 
Congress is, in fact, an unwilling 
hunter” 
operation of the agency. 


Out of the poorly defined $5 — 


to $7 billion annual combined 
budget of the nine agencies, 
including the CIA, which make 
up the intelligence community, 


the students reported that ex- . 


penditures of less than $10,000 


‘-aré usually not reviewed by any. 


of the monitoring committees of 
the executive branch, 
commented, “As Watergate has 
shown, $10,000 can buy a lot 
and cause a lot of havoc,” ° 
McNamee said that the Ap- 
propriations and the Armed Ser- 
vices Committees of both houses 
of Congress which are to oversee 
the intelligence community are 
often co-opted by the CIA. “The 
committees are definitely 
stacked,” said McNamee, In 
terms of the highly defense- 
oriented American Security 
Index, he described the commit- 
tees as “such a collection of 
100’s as you have never seen.” 
According to the group, a 
further problem in legislative 


supervision of CIA operations is ' 
definition of the. 


the lack of 


> ee’) OSE Rele 
Gye C _- 
Cond ed oh Gy on 


for specifics about the ' 


Sandler ~ 


THE TECH (MIT) ~ 


10 MAY 19’7h 


P (ee 


Fy pa 7 
tay ap? abs gS 2h Mae 


‘bounds of the agency’s power, 


“The language of the 1947 char 
ter is so vague, it’s hard fo tell 
what exceeds it,” said Sandler 
Citing the Bay of Pigs operation 
and the secret war in Laos, he 
said, “There are no clear lines of 
accountability for anything that 
happens in the intelligence com- 
munity. Successes usually have 
people accountable for them, 
but responsibility for failuites is 
obscure,” * 

“The CIA is a very Jarge 
bureaucracy,” said Sandler, 
“consisting of four directorates: 
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intelligence, operations, support, 
and science and technology.” 

McNamec said that despite its 
size, “The intelligence commu- 
nity and ex-intelligence com- 
munity is a very tight knit thing. 
Everybody knows everybody 
else.” 

Sandler noted that ‘their jin- 
vestigation revealed an ongoing 
debate within the CIA concern- 
ing which directorates should 
have highest priority. Suggesting 
an overbalance toward opera- 
tions, Sandler said, ‘There are 
railroad cars full of raw informa- 
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tion that is not being evaluate 
Further, he said that seven t 
of secret papers come in daih 
the CLA, while the shredding 
incinerating capacity is only { 
tons per day. Sandler sugges 
“They could perhaps tie t 
line printer directly into ¢ 
shredder and maintain the s: 
level of effectiveness. 

The group’s more serious. 
gestions included increasing 
level of accountability wii 
the CIA and EST AT. 
take a more active~rofe in 
oversight. ~ 
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